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AGENDA 

STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS 
BOARD MEETING 

Monday, November 20, 2017 
9:00 a.m. 

 
2329 S. MacArthur Blvd. 

Springfield, Illinois 
and via videoconference 

James R. Thompson Center – Room 2-025 
Chicago, Illinois 

 
 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
Roll call. 
 
1. Approval of the minutes from the October 17 meeting. (pgs.1-5) 
 
2. Report of the Executive Director 
 a. Presentation of staff service award; 
  1) 20 year award – Mickey Reinders; 
 b. Public Hearing – Public Act 100-046, Automatic Voter Registration; (pg.6) 
 c. Public Hearing – GEMS Voting System Approval Reconsideration; (pgs.7-14) 
 d. Presentations & consideration of topics related to NVRA Voter List Maintenance,  
  Interstate Crosscheck and ERIC; (will be sent under separate cover) 
 e. Consideration of approval Unisyn OpenElect Voting System 2.0 modification; (will be 
  sent under separate cover) 
 f. Legislative update; (pgs.15-26) 
 g. IT/IVRS update; (oral report) 
 h. Six month review of executive session minutes; (pg.27) 
 i. Student Internship Program – informational; (pg.28) 
 j. FY18 fiscal status reports – informational; 
  1) GRF month ending October 31; (pgs.29-36) 
  2) Elections Summary; (pg.37) 
  3) Help Illinois Vote Fund; (pgs.38-41) 
 k. Two year plan of staff activity for the months of November & December – informational.  
  (pgs.42-44) 
 
3. Report of the General Counsel 
 a. Campaign Disclosure;     
  Request for settlement offers 
  1) Marion County Republican Central Committee, 280, 17AD006; (pgs.45-53) 
  2) The Committee to Elect Michael Strange, 32073, 17MQ132; (pgs.54-56) 
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  Appeals of campaign disclosure fines – recommendation; granted 
  3) SBE v. Republican Women of Park Ridge, 655, 17DQ008; (pgs.57-59) 
  4) SBE v. Citizens for Sara Feigenholtz, 9783, 17AM057; (pgs.60-63) 
  5) SBE v. Electrical Political Action Committee, Known as Electric PAC, 33933,  
   17JQ177; (pgs.64-75)  
  Appeals of campaign disclosure fines – recommendation; denied 
  6) SBE v. Cass County Democratic Central Committee, 54, 17JQ001; (pgs.76-78) 
  7) SBE v. Friends of Cindy Svanda, 11878, 17JQ020; (pgs.79-81) 
  8) SBE v. Citizens for Chris Nybo, 18592, 16AD066; (pgs.82-94) 
  9) SBE v. Friends for John Scaletta, 20288, 17JQ049; (pgs.95-97) 
  10) SBE v. Lake County Life PAC, 22333, 17JQ058; (pgs.98-100) 
  11) SBE v. Friends of Clifton Howard, 23258, 17JQ067; (pgs.101-104) 
  12) SBE v. Citizens for Maurice West II, 28444, 17JQ109; (pgs.105-107) 
  13) SBE v. Laborers International Union of North America, Local 751PAC, 31674,  
   17JQ116; (pgs.108-110) 
  14) SBE v. DOBO for DuPage County Board, 32100, 17NF017; (pgs.111-115) 
  15) SBE v. Vote Yes D200 Facilities Referendum Committee, 32217, 17JQ125;  
   (pgs.116-118) 
  Appeals of campaign disclosure fines – recommendation; granted and denied 
  16) SBE v. “We Like Mike” Citizens to Elect Mike Chamberlain, 24532, 17JQ048;  
   (pgs.119-122) 
  17) SBE v. Citizens to Elect Wayne S. Jett to City of McHenry Mayor, 32326, 17MA059;  
   (pgs.123-129) 
  Other campaign disclosure items 
  18) Assessments/Board Orders; (pgs.130-136) 
  19) Payment of civil penalty assessments – informational. (pgs.137-138)  
 
4. Follow up. (pg.139) 
  
5. Comments from the general public. (pg.139) 
 
6. Next Board Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, December 19, 2017 in Chicago. (pg.139) 
 
7. Executive Session. (pgs.140-154) 

 



STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS 
 Regular Meeting 
 Tuesday, October 17, 2017 
 
 
 MINUTES 
 
 
PRESENT:      William J. Cadigan, Chairman 

John R. Keith, Vice Chairman 
Andrew K. Carruthers, Member 
Ian K. Linnabary, Member 
William M. McGuffage , Member 
Katherine S. O’Brien, Member  
Charles W. Scholz, Member   

        
ABSENT:      Casandra B. Watson, Member 
 
ALSO PRESENT:     Steven S. Sandvoss, Executive Director 
       Bernadette Matthews, Asst. Exec. Director  

Kenneth R. Menzel, General Counsel 
Amy L. Calvin, Administrative Assistant III 
  

 
The meeting convened at 10:30 a.m. via videoconference with seven Members present in 

Chicago.  Member Watson was absent and Member McGuffage held her proxy. 
 
Chairman Cadigan opened the meeting by leading everyone in the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Chairman Cadigan noted that several members of the general assembly requested to 

speak under the comments from the general public section of the agenda and began the meeting 
with their comments.  The following individuals expressed their opinions and concerns relating to 
the Board’s membership in the Interstate Voter Registration Crosscheck program and stated their 
reasons why the Board should withdraw: State Representative Ann Williams, 11th District; State 
Representative Jaime Andrade, 40th District; State Representative Carol Ammons, 103rd District; 
State Representative Will Guzzardi, 39th District.  Steve Held, Indivisible Chicago was also present 
and offered his comments as well in support of withdrawing from the program.  Chairman Cadigan 
thanked everyone for the comments and also informed the Representatives that the database 
intrusion was taken very seriously and that board staff quickly addressed the situation. 

 
Member Linnabary moved to approve the September 18 minutes as amended.  Member 

Scholz seconded the motion which passed by roll call vote of 8-0. 
 
Next on the agenda was a request for settle offer for item 2.a, Marion County Republican 

Central Committee, 280, 17AD006 and the General Counsel reviewed the matter.  The committee 
offered approximately 17% of the fine and he recommended the offer be rejected because it was 
not a small dollar committee where the policy contemplates an offer of less than 50%.  No one 
was present on behalf of the committee.  Member Scholz moved to deny the settlement offer.  
Member Linnabary seconded the motion which passed by roll call vote of 8-0. 

 
The General Counsel presented an appeal of campaign disclosure fines for agenda item 

2.a.2, SBE v. Black Hawk College Teachers & Professional Union Local 1836 BHC PROFAC 
PAC, 23845, 17MQ071 and reviewed the matter.  He concurred with the hearing officer 
recommendation to deny the appeal and noted that no one was present on behalf of the 
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committee.  Member Scholz then moved to deny the appeal.  Member Carruthers seconded the 
appeal which passed by roll call vote of 8-0. 

 
General Counsel Menzel presented appeals of campaign disclosure fines for agenda 

items 2.a.3-4, SBE v. Friends to Elect Mike Strick, 31954, 17MA011 and SBE v. Friends of Daniel 
Maldonado, 32299, 17AD053 and concurred with the hearing officer recommendation to deny the 
appeals.  Member Scholz moved to deny the above noted appeals.  Member Carruthers seconded 
the appeal which passed by roll call vote of 8-0. 

 
A complaint following public hearing for agenda item 2.a.5, Hemphill v. Berwyn United for 

Mayor, Clerk, Treasurer and Alderman, 17CD041 was presented and the General Counsel 
concurred with the hearing officer recommendation to dismiss the remaining allegation contained 
in the complaint.  James Nally, who represented the complainant, was not present but had 
indicated to Mr. Menzel that he agreed with the recommendation.  No one was present on behalf 
of the respondent.  Member Scholz moved to adopt the recommendation of the General Counsel 
and hearing officer.  Member Carruthers seconded the appeal which passed by roll call vote of 8-
0. 

 
The listing of payment of civil penalty assessments was presented for informational 

purposes. 
 
Member Carruthers moved to recess to executive session to consider complaints following 

closed preliminary hearing.  Member Keith seconded the motion and added the roll call into one 
vote, which passed by roll call vote of 8-0.  The meeting recessed at 11:20 a.m. and reconvened 
at 12:45 p.m. with the same attendance as noted in the initial roll call.   

 
Member Carruthers made the following motion for agenda items 2.a.7-11: 
 
7) Cramer v. LeFevre, 17CD059 – accept the recommendations of the hearing officer 

and General Counsel and find that the complaint was not filed in good faith, not 
filed on justifiable grounds, and that the matter not proceed to public hearing; 

8) Cramer v. Northwest Suburban Teachers Union LU 1211, 17CD064 – accept the 
recommendations of the hearing officer and General Counsel and find that the 
complaint was filed on justifiable grounds, but that rather than proceed to public 
hearing that the respondent committee be ordered to include proper attribution of 
source in all future materials or be subject to a fine of up to $5,000; 

9) Cramer v. Young & Klimkowicz, 17CD060 & 17CD061 – accept the 
recommendations of the hearing officer and General Counsel and find that the 
complaint was not filed in good faith, not filed on justifiable grounds and not 
proceed to public hearing; 

10) Cramer v. Trans United Fund Illinois, 17CD062 – accept the recommendations of 
the hearing officer and General Counsel and find as follows: as to the alleged 
violation of Section 9-9.5, find that allegation in the complaint was filed on 
justifiable grounds, but rather than proceed to public hearing on this allegation, the 
respondent committee ordered to include a proper attribution of source in all future 
materials or be subject to a fine of up to $5,000.  As to the alleged violation of 
Section 9-10, find this allegation was filed on justifiable grounds, but rather than 
proceed to public hearing, that this item be referred to staff for the assessment of 
the appropriate fine.  As to the alleged violations of Sections 9-28 and 9-10 relating 
to the failure to electronically re-file a report in a timely manner, find these 
allegations were filed on justifiable grounds, but rather than proceed to public 
hearing, these items be referred to the staff for the assessment of the appropriate 
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fine.  As to the allegation relating to Section 100, Appendix A, find this complaint 
was filed in good faith, but was not filed on justifiable grounds, and that the matter 
not proceed to public hearing. 

11) Cramer v. Parents & Neighbors for Quality Education, 17CD063 – accept the 
recommendations of the hearing officer as modified by the General Counsel and 
find as follows:  as to the alleged violations of Section 9-1, find this allegation was 
filed in good faith, not filed on justifiable grounds, and that this item not proceed to 
public hearing.  As to the alleged violation of Section 9-8, find this allegation was 
filed in good faith, but not filed on justifiable grounds, and that the item not proceed 
to public hearing.  As to the alleged violations of Sections 9-1.8(f) and 9-1.15, find 
these allegations were filed in good faith, but not filed on justifiable grounds, and 
that the matter not proceed to public hearing.  As to the alleged violation of Section 
9-8.5, find this allegation was not filed in good faith, not filed on justifiable grounds 
and not proceed to public hearing.  As to the alleged violation of Section 9-9.5, I 
find this allegation was not filed in good faith, not filed on justifiable grounds and 
not proceed to public hearing.  As to alleged violation of Section 9-8.5 relating to 
an alleged contribution of limits violation, find that this allegation was not filed in 
good faith, not filed on justifiable grounds and that this item not proceed to public 
hearing. 

 
Member McGuffage seconded the motion which passed by roll call vote of 8-0. 
 
 As to Agenda items 2.a.12-16, 18-22, 24-27, 29 & 30, Member Scholz moved to find the 
complaints following closed preliminary hearing to have been filed on justifiable grounds and the 
matters proceed to a public hearing.  Member Scholz seconded the motion which passed by roll 
call vote of 8-0.  Member Carruthers recused himself on item 13 and Member Linnabary recused 
himself on item 26 (the motion as to these two items passed 7-0).  The matters are as follows: 
 
 12) SBE v. Illinois Interior Design Coalition, 17CD066;  
 13) SBE v. Eagle Forum State PAC, 17CD067;  
 14) SBE v. Citizens to Elect Alvin Parks, Jr., 17CD072;  
 15) SBE v. Friends of Jim Murphy for Judge, 17CD081; 
 16) SBE v. Jorge Mujica for Alderman, 17CD083;  
 18) SBE v. Citizens for Jim Fuchs, 17CD088;  
 19) SBE v. Citizens to Elect Terry Morris, 17CD090;  
 20) SBE v. Southside Democracy for America (SDFA), 17CD092; 
 21) SBE v. Committee to Elect Elisabeth Dunbar, 17CD099;  
 22) SBE v. Friends of Jeanne Oddo for Alderman, 17CD100;  
 24) SBE v. DEV4Ev, 17CD112;  
 25) SBE v. Martin Luther King Republicans, 17CD113;  
 26) SBE v. Citizens for Frank M. Gambino, 17CD115;  
 27) SBE v. Fix McHenry Schools, 17CD120; 
 29) SBE v. Citizens for Delean Fuller, 17CD122;  
 30) SBE v. Local Governments United PAC, 17CD127.  

 
 As to Agenda items 2.a.17, 23 & 28, Member Linnabary moved to find that the complaints 
following closed preliminary hearing were filed on justifiable grounds, however, since the required 
reports were filed, the matters be referred to staff for imposition of a civil penalty.  Member O’Brien 
seconded the motion which passed by roll call vote of 8-0.  The matters are as follows: 
 
 17) SBE v. Friends of Maureen Sullivan, 17CD084; 

23) SBE v. Friends of Cecilia O’Brien, 17CD104; 
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28) SBE v. EGOFSKE FOR MAYOR, 17CD121. 
 

 As to agenda items 2.a.31-34 & 36, Member Scholz moved to find that the complaints 
following closed preliminary hearing were filed on justifiable ground and the matters be referred 
to staff for imposition of a civil penalty.  As to agenda item 2.a.35, no further action ordered 
because the committee filed the amended D-1.  Member McGuffage seconded the motion which 
passed by roll call vote of 8-0.  The matters are as follows: 
 
 31) SBE v. McAvoy for Alderman Committee, 17CD069; 
 32) SBE v. Citizens for Ahkeem Henderson, 17CD116;  
 33) SBE v. Citizens to Elect Ryan Mains, 17CD119;  
 34) SBE v. The Community Action Party, 17CD123;  
 35) SBE v. Hard Reset Illinois, 17CD124;  
 36) SBE v. Friends of Dennis P. Mahoney, 17CD128. 

 
General Counsel Menzel presented the proposed changes to Administrative Rules – Part 

100, Campaign Financing and referred to Tom Newman’s memo that was included in the board 
packet.  The changes arose from an issue related to contribution limits when a candidate in a race 
where the contribution limits have been lifted switched to a race where contribution limits are in 
place.  The proposal explains that the candidate would be able to retain the contributions that it 
had previously been given, but those contributors would then be capped at that point.  It was 
noted that the proposed changes were presented to the four legislative leader groups and they 
were in agreement with the board pursuing the Rule.  Member McGuffage moved to approve the 
proposed Rules as presented.  Member Carruthers seconded the motion which passed by roll 
call vote of 7-1 with Member Keith voting in the negative. 

 
Assistant Executive Director, Bernadette Matthews, presented consideration of final 

approval of ES&S Unity 3.4.1.1 Election Management System and referred to Kyle Thomas’ 
memo on page 32 of the board packet.  The interim approval for this system expired and per 
Administrative Rules, ES&S has submitted a request for final approval, as no further modifications 
are sought at this time.  Mr. Thomas and Mark Manganaro from ES&S were present as well.  
Member Linnabary moved to grant final approval as set forth on pages 32-34 of the board packet.  
Member Carruthers seconded the motion which passed by roll call vote of 8-0. 

 
Ms. Matthews presented an informational item regarding Public Act 100-0464 which 

requires a public hearing on the implementation of the automatic voter registration to be held 
within six months of the effective date of the Act.  It is recommended the public hearing be 
conducted during the November 20 board meeting and interested individuals could attend and 
provide comment.  Appropriate public notice would also be distributed through the regular 
channels.  After discussion, the board directed staff to place the public hearing on the November 
board meeting agenda and that subsequent hearings would also take place after the primary 
election. 

 
Next on the agenda was an update on established party candidate petition filing 

procedures outlined on pages 37-43 of the board packet.  Brent Davis was present and said that 
since there were more staff members available this filing period not every single person is being 
utilized.  The petition copy request program has also been redesigned to improve the efficiency 
of the entry of orders and method of the delivery process.  Requestors will now be assigned an 
access code and will be able to log in to access their orders.  It was also noted that the legislative 
caucuses will be directed to assigned tables for data entry and other filers will be directed to 
different stations to keep the flow of traffic moving.  Kevin Turner discussed computer equipment 
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needs and indicated that the additional monitors, scanners, printers and PC’s have been ordered 
and expected to have the set-up completed by November 1.  

 
Cris Cray gave a legislative update and noted that a listing of all elections related 

legislation was included in the board packet.  She reported that the legislative walk-through of the 
filing process was scheduled for November 8 and invited the board members to attend if they like.  
Veto session begins next week and Ms. Cray indicated that staff has been responding to several 
inquiries regarding Census 2020.  She stated that the first meeting of the legislative sub-
committee was held yesterday and deferred to Members Carruthers and McGuffage for their 
comments.  Member Carruthers said that he, Member McGuffage and staff brought many ideas 
to the table and hoped to present a report to the board in approximately thirty days.  Member 
McGuffage felt that changes to the Campaign Finance Act would be beneficial to the staff and 
board to assist in the administration of the provisions of the Act, 

 
Mr. Thomas began his IVRS update and reported that changes were made to the system 

to be able to process the ERIC reports.  The election authorities will have the ability to 
automatically update voter registrations based on the information in the reports.  Discussions 
have taken place with ERIC as to the processing of the reports as well as working with their 
technical staff regarding the necessary changes to the system.  Mr. Turner discussed the IT 
update and indicated staff worked very hard the past few weeks on the complex encryption issues.  
He also noted that several purchases were in process, including, software, servers and additional 
staff PC’s.  IT staff have also been updating the Board’s public website as well as working on the 
new IVRS website.  Mr. Turner also reported that many websites with the Cisco platform are 
vulnerable to hacking.  Once Cisco releases the patch to fix the vulnerability, staff will implement 
it immediately. 

 
Ms. Matthews presented the newly created position of Public Information Officer and 

indicated that the creation, terms of appointment, proposed salary range, hiring process and 
position description were included on pages 49-52 of the board packet.  Discussion ensued 
amongst the board on the hiring procedures and posting the position internally/externally.  
Member Carruthers moved to approve the Public Information Officer position and proceed with 
the hiring process outlined in the memo contained in the board packet.  Member Linnabary 
seconded the motion which passed by roll call vote of 8-0. 

 
The FY18 fiscal status reports and two year plan of staff activity for the months of October 

and December were presented for informational purposes. 
 
With there being no further business before the Board, Member Carruthers moved to 

adjourn until Monday, November 20, 217 in Springfield.  Member Linnabary seconded the motion 
which passed unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 1:50 p.m. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

           
 Amy L. Calvin, Administrative Assistant II 
 

 

               

 Steven S. Sandvoss, Executive Director 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

OF 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Pursuant to Public Act 100-046, a Public Hearing will be conducted during the November 20, 
2017, Illinois State Board of Elections meeting to accept comments on the implementation of 
automatic voter registration.   
 
The meeting will begin at 9:00 a.m. in the Board’s principal office located at 2329 S. MacArthur 
Boulevard, Springfield, IL and via videoconference in Room 2-025 of the James R. Thompson 
Center, 100 W. Randolph Street, Chicago, IL. 
 
Public Act 100-046 may be viewed on the General Assembly’s website at 
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/100/PDF/100-0464.pdf.   Written comments may also 
be submitted by Noon on Thursday, November 16, 2017 to Kyle Thomas at 
kthomas@elections.il.gov or mailed to the Board’s Springfield office. 
 
Subsequent Public Hearings will also be conducted at a date to be determined after the 
conclusion of the General Primary Election. 
 
 
 
DATED:  November 13, 2017          
       Steven S. Sandvoss, Executive Director 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

OF 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Pursuant to Administrative Rules, a Public Hearing will be conducted during the 
November 20, 2017, Illinois State Board of Elections meeting to accept comments on the 
GEMS Voting System Approval Reconsideration. 
 
The meeting will begin at 9:00 a.m. in the Board’s principal office located at 2329 S. 
MacArthur Boulevard, Springfield, IL and via videoconference in Room 2-025 of the James 
R. Thompson Center, 100 W. Randolph Street, Chicago, IL.   
 
The material can be viewed on the Board’s website at 
http://www.elections.il.gov/AboutTheBoard/Agenda.aspx in the board meeting packet.  
Written comments may also be submitted by Noon on Thursday, November 16, 2017 to 
Kyle Thomas at kthomas@elections.il.gov or mailed to the Board’s Springfield office. 
 
 
 
DATED:  November 13, 2017          
       Steven S. Sandvoss, Executive Director 
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STATE BOARD OF ELECTIONS 

  
From the desk of…. Kyle Thomas 

    Director of Voting and Registration Systems 
         Phone: 217-782-1590 
           Email:  kthomas@elections.il.gov 

     
 
To:  Steven S. Sandvoss; Executive Director  
 
Re:  Public Hearing-GEMS Voting System Approval Revocation   
 
Date:  November 7, 2017   

 

 
 The Administrative Rules require a vote tabulation system to show demonstrated 
performance during an Interim Approval period in order for the Board to grant a Final 
Approval of said system.  Dominion Voting Systems recently requested a Final Approval 
for the GEMS Voting System, Version 1.18.24 running on an Interim Approval of the 
AccuVote optical scan, Version 1.96.6 E. Based on the fact that the 1.96.6 E had not 
been used by any jurisdiction in Illinois, their request for Final Approval was denied.  
Since the entire system’s approval was based on the latest Interim Approval, having 
come to a point that the Interim had expired, the entire system is now without approval for 
use.  
  
 In this situation, the Rules require a user or the vendor of the system to request a 
reconsideration of the Board’s decision which in turn requires the holding of a public 
hearing.  Following this memo, you will find the notification of revocation of the GEMS 
System approval, sent to Dominion.  You will also find Dominion’s request for 
reconsideration, the notice they provided to their customers.  In addition, please see the 
request from Mr. Sobecki for the Board to grant a new Interim Approval for the GEMS 
tabulation System, including the 1.96.6 E version of AccuVote.   
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1201 18TH Street, Suite 210 
DENVER, CO, 80202 

1.866.654.8683   
www.dominionvoting.com 

 

 
Denver        Toronto        Dallas        Jamestown        San Leandro        Belgrade 

 
October 22, 2017 
 
Mr. Steven Sandvoss,  
Executive Director 
Illinois State Board of Elections 
2329 S. MacArthur Blvd. 
Springfield, IL 62704-4503 
 
Dear Mr. Sandvoss: 
 
We are in receipt of your letter dated October 12, 2017. Pursuant to § 204.120 (“Withdrawal of Approval of 
Voting Systems”), Dominion Voting Systems (DVS) submits this request for reconsideration of the Board’s 
decision to withdraw approval for the GEMS Voting System, Version 1.18.24 based on a “lack of 
demonstrated performance” of the 1.96.6.E chip, during the Interim Approval period.  
 
Dominion is immediately requesting reconsideration of the Board’s action with a hearing at the earliest 
possible date. The following matters should be taken into consideration as part of this process: 
 

 No changes have been made to GEMS software release 1.18.24, which was certified for use in 
Illinois. GEMS 1.18.24 supports both firmware versions 1.96.6 C and E. 
 

 The "E" chip has not been used in any of the original sixty-four (64) AccuVote-OS jurisdictions 
since the introduction of the “E” firmware revision. Additionally, it is up to each jurisdiction to 
request a firmware upgrade to the “E” chip, as adoption is not within the authority of DVS.   
 

 Mandating a revision for counties to replace the “C” chip creates an unfunded requirement less 
than six months before the March 2018 General Primary Election. The Board has communicated 
that staffing and resource levels do not allow for certifying a new system prior to this date, leaving 
few viable options for the 64 jurisdictions in Illinois currently using the GEMS product. 

 
As you know, Dominion Voting is also pursuing certification of its latest system within the State. The 
Democracy Suite 5.6 system, which is currently under consideration by Cook County and other jurisdictions, 
will provide the best possible state-of-the-art technology for Illinois customers. 
 
Our company wants to reassure the many customers in Illinois who rely on Dominion and its dealer, GBS, 
for voting systems and support that they can continue to count on us. We are working to provide all 
stakeholders with additional communication regarding these developments to keep them informed.  
 
In the meantime, please reach out to Kay Stimson, Vice President of Government Affairs, at 
kay.stimson@dominionvoting.com or 703-869-5868, if you need assistance. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
John Poulos 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
Dominion Voting Systems  
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1201 18TH Street, Suite 210 
DENVER, CO, 80202 

1.866.654.8683   
www.dominionvoting.com 

  

 
 

 
 

 
October 30, 2017 
 
 
Dear Election Official: 
 
We are reaching out to you with an update regarding the Illinois certification status of the 
GEMS/AccuVote System. As you may be aware, the State Board of Elections has moved to 
revoke its certification approval for this system based on the expiration of an interim approval 
period for a system firmware upgrade referred to as the “E” chip.  
 
Dominion Voting Systems with support from its with trusted Illinois partner GBS, have submitted 
a formal request for reconsideration of the Board’s decision, which we expect will be scheduled 
during the Board’s next public meeting on November 20, 2017.  During this time, we will be 
seeking a new Interim Approval for GEMS.  
 
As a valued customer, we want to make sure you are aware of why we are pursuing this action: 
 

• Our Company policy is provide customers with as much choice as possible in their voting 
systems, and to support use of voting systems as long as customers choose to keep 
utilizing them. The reason for the Board’s decision is a “lack of demonstrated performance” 
of the “E” chip, based on the fact that it has not been used in any County during the interim 
approval period. Given that there are no known issues with the “E” chip, we would like to 
see jurisdictions have the continued opportunity to utilize this improvement to their 
AccuVote tabulators.  
 

• GEMS software release 1.18.24 supports both firmware versions 1.96.6 C and E. We 
believe the “E” chip upgrade would be voluntarily adopted by jurisdictions looking to keep 
their current systems.  
 

• The State’s move is based on a procedural issue, not a technical one. State code requires 
a review of “demonstrated performance” for the GEMS/AccuVote system. Since no 
jurisdiction has elected to implement the "E" chip firmware revision, the State’s process 
mandated that this lack of use be addressed. We plan to emphasize that there is value in 
keeping this system certified in the State. 
 

• We also seek to ensure that this process does not lead to unnecessarily mandating 
counties to replace their current systems, which in effect would be an unfunded 
requirement just months before the March 2018 General Primary Election.  We believe 
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this would place an unreasonable burden upon GBS/Dominion customers using the 
GEMS/AccuVote product, who would have unacceptably limited options.  
 

The Board has told us that input and feedback from Illinois election officials will be taken into 
consideration as part of the revocation reconsideration process. If you would prefer for the 
GEMS/AccuVote system to remain safely certified in the State, we ask that you please share your 
thoughts and feedback on this matter with the Board prior to November 20th.   
 
Furthermore, in keeping with our core values of promoting customer choice, we are also seeking 
to proactively showcase options for Illinois customers that may be looking to upgrade from their 
current systems. We are scheduling demonstration days to give Counties a chance to see 
Dominion’s next-generation systems that are currently certified in Illinois, along with our latest 
system, Democracy Suite 5.6, which is currently under consideration in the State of Illinois. More 
information on the dates and locations of these demonstrations will be sent out in conjunction with 
GBS in the coming weeks. 
 
Please know that you can continue to count on GBS/Dominion for your voting systems and 
support. We will keep you informed on this situation, which we hope to resolve quickly without 
complication.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
John Poulos 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
Dominion Voting Systems  
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MEMORANDUM 
  
To:  Chairman Cadigan 
  Vice Chairman Keith 
  Members of the Board 
  Steve Sandvoss, Executive Director 
 
From: Kenneth R. Menzel, General Counsel 
 
Re:  Required Review of the Minutes of Executive Sessions 
 
Date: November 9, 2017 
 

  
 Pursuant to 5 ILCS 120/2.06 (d) of the Open Meetings Act, every public body is 
required to review the minutes of their closed meetings to determine whether or not there 
is a need for continuing confidentiality of such minutes.  In accordance with this 
requirement, the Executive Director and I reviewed the minutes of the Executive Sessions 
of the State Board of Elections for the period of April 18, 2017 thru August 22, 2017, and 
have concluded that the necessity of confidentiality does not exist as to such minutes. 
 
 Please note that the release of the minutes of the Executive Sessions for public 
inspection does not automatically release the verbatim recording of such Sessions.  A 
specific authorization of the Board would be required to release such recordings. 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
      
             
      Kenneth R. Menzel, General Counsel 
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During the week of October 2-6, 2017 staff conducted interviews for the fall semester internship.   
Applicants were interviewed and scored based on their responses. The top scoring candidate was 
Mackenzi Matthews.  Mackenzi attends Lincoln Land Community College, and is majoring in political 
science. Her goal is to become a U.S. Senator. Mackenzi started her internship on October 16, 2017.  
Currently, Mackenzi is working approximately ten hours per week.  She has spent a number of hours 
assisting staff in the division of Voting and Registration Systems, marking ballots and performing other 
tasks related to testing voting equipment for two vendors. She has also worked with staff in the division of 
Election Operations with preparations for the upcoming filing period of November 27 th-December 4th.  
Staff have been extremely welcoming of Mackenzi, providing her with guidance regarding the 
responsibilities of each division within the agency.  Overall feedback of the internship program from staff 
has been positive. The application for next semester was posted to our website, shared on social media, 
and forwarded to local colleges on November 3rd. The deadline to submit application is December 1, 
2017.  

Illinois State Board of Elections  

Amy Kelly Assistant to the Executive Director 217.782.1536 akelly@elections.il.gov 

 

To: 
Steven S. Sandvoss, Executive Director 
Bernadette Matthews, Assistant Executive Director  

Re: Internship Program 

Date: November 7, 2017 
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Start Date End Date ActivityDivision

9 /18/2017 BOARD MEETING.  10 ILCS 5/1A7EXEC DIR

9 /26/2017 Send letter to those jurisdictions where in-precinct counting equipment is utilized requesting a list of 
those precincts involved in the election.
10 ILCS 5/24B-15, 24C-15

VRS

10/1 /2017 Complete development and distribution to appropriate election authorities the MANUALS OF 
INSTRUCTION FOR ELECTION JUDGES for 2018.  (project began 4/1/2017)

ELEC OP

10/2 /2017 First day that any political committee shall file its 2017 SEPTEMBER QUARTERLY REPORT OF 
CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS AND EXPENDITURES with the Board.  10 ILCS 5/9-10.

CAMP DISC

10/9 /2017 Begin to develop 2018 SBE Legislative Program - 100th General Assembly - for the upcoming 
legislative session, beginning January 2018.
10 ILCS 5/1A-8 (8)

LEG

10/16/2017 Last day that a political committee shall file its 2017 SEPTEMBER QUARTERLY REPORT OF CAMPAIGN 
CONTRIBUTIONS AND EXPENDITURES with the Board.  10 ILCS 5/9-10.

CAMP DISC

10/17/2017 BOARD MEETING.  10 ILCS 5/1A7EXEC DIR

10/17/2017 10/19/2017 (date subject to change)
Veto Session

LEG

10/31/2017 11/2 /2017 (date subject to change)
Veto Session

LEG

11/3 /2017 Date upon which the State Board of Election shall notify political committees that have failed to file 
the 2017 SEPTEMBER QUARTERLY REPORT OF CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS AND EXPENDITURES by 
the deadline that an assessment will be levied against the committee for failure to file the report in a 
timely fashion.  Rules and Regulations 125.425.

CAMP DISC

11/16/2017 Begin preparation of packet materials for 2017 DECEMBER QUARTERLY REPORT OF CAMPAIGN 
CONTRIBUTIONS AND EXPENDITURES.  Packets to be mailed or e-mailed December 15, 2017.  10 ILCS 
5/9-15.

CAMP DISC

11/20/2017 Last day for SBE to request Department of Public Health to provide a list of facilities licensed or 
certified pursuant to the Illinois Nursing Home Care Act, the Specialized Mental Health Rehabilitation 
Act, or the ID/DD Community Care Act (not less thank 120 days before each regular election).  This list 
shall indicate he approved bed capacity and the name of the chief administrative officer of each 
facility.  This is to obtain a current list of facilities for the March 20, 2016 General Primary Election 10 
ILCS 5/19-12.2

ELEC OP
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Start Date End Date ActivityDivision

11/20/2017 BOARD MEETING.  10 ILCS 5/1A7EXEC DIR

11/27/2017 12/4 /2017 Candidate filing period for General Primary (March 20, 2018). 10 ILCS 5/7-12ELEC OP

12/1 /2017 Notify election authorities of requirement to submit computerized voter registration information for 
the December 15, 2017 submission in a format prescribed by the SBE

VRS

12/8 /2017 Last day for the SBE to send a list of facilities licensed or certified under The Illinois Nursing Home 
Care Act, the Specialized Mental Health Rehabilitation Act, or the ID/DD Community Care Act to the 
proper election authorities.  This list is for the March 20th, 2018 General Primary Election (not less 
than 100 days before each election) Note: 100 days prior to March 20th is Sunday, December 10th, so 
the Friday, November 8 is the last date to mail

ELEC OP

12/11/2017 Deadline for filing objections to petitions of candidates who filed November 27 - December 4, 2017.  
10 ILCS 5/10-8

ELEC OP

12/13/2017 Last day to conduct lottery to determine ballot position for 8 a.m. and last hour simultaneous filings 
for November 27 - December 4, 2017 filing period. 
10 ILCS 5/7-7-12 (6)

ELEC OP

12/13/2017 Last day to transmit objections and call for electoral board hearings.  10 ILCS 5/10-8ELEC OP

12/15/2017 The last day that the State Board of Elections shall notify political committees that have filed a 
Statement of Organization of their obligation to file the 2017 DECEMBER QUARTERLY REPORT OF 
CAMPAIGN CONTRIBUTIONS AND EXPENDITURES.  10 ILCS 5/9-10, 9-15(9).

CAMP DISC

12/15/2017 First day for election authority to submit computerized voter registration file for the December 15,  
2017 submission.
10 ILCS 5/4-8,5-7,6-36

VRS

12/18/2017 12/26/2017 Special filing period for judicial vacancies which occurred November 13 -December 4, 2017ELEC OP

12/18/2017 Present to the Board a list of legislative proposals for introduction in the next session.LEG

12/19/2017 BOARD MEETING. 10 ILCS 5/1A7EXEC DIR

12/20/2017 Civic Organization certification cutoff date prior to the March 20th, 2018 General Primary Election (90 
days before next election)  10 ILCS 5/1A-8 (1,2,12)(Board Rule 207.50)

ELEC OP

12/25/2017 Last day for election authority to submit computerized voter registration file for the December 15, 
2017 submission.
10 ILCS 5/4-8,5-7,6-36

VRS

Page 35 of 3643



Start Date End Date ActivityDivision

12/25/2017 Last day for election authorities to submit request for extension to file computerized voter 
registration information for the December 15, 2017 submission.  
Rules and Regulations

VRS

1 /1 /2018 Complete PowerPoint presentation for election judge training program for the 2018 March Primary 
Election 10 ILCS 5/1A-8 91,26,11)

ELEC OP

1 /3 /2018 Objection filing deadline to nomination papers of candidates who filed for judicial office during the 
December 18-26, 2017 filing period.  (Special judicial filing) 10 ILCS 5/7-12.1

ELEC OP

1 /4 /2018 Last day to conduct lottery to determine ballot position for 8 a.m. and last hour simultaneous filings 
for December 18-26,2017  filing period.

ELEC OP

1 /7 /2018 Send electronically the March General Primary certifications to county clerks.  10 ILCS 5/1A-8 (1, 2, 11)ELEC OP

1 /8 /2018 Last day to transmit objections and call for electoral board hearings.ELEC OP

1 /10/2018 Send an updated listing of certified civic organizations to all election authorities.  10 ILCS 5/1A-8 
(1,2,12) (SBE Rule 207.50)

ELEC OP
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4. Follow up. 
 
 
  
5. Comments from the general public.  
 
 
 
6. Next Board Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, December 19, 2017 in Chicago. 
 
 
 
7. Executive Session.  
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